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WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS WEDNESDAY...Tropical moisture spread through the 
_SEP 30 - OCT 6, 1984 southern Rockies and into Nebraska, triggering 
light to moderate showers. Moisture was. very 
beneficial from the Texas High Plains into western 
Nebraska. Light showers continued through New York 
and New England. Afternoon temperatures reached 
the eighties in the Plains through Nebraska. 


aS ge, TP aon , THURSDAY...The tropical moisture continued’ to 
ana Lg f . Be produce showers from central Texas into South 
z Pret =, Dakota. Widespread rain fell along the area but 
moderate amounts were confined to western Kansas and 


Nebraska. The warming trend continued through the 


PRECIPITATION Plains, but the East Coast States were quite cool. 


st g¥ INCH OR MORE “::: ¥ oae = Soothe am ==) a 
oA mage y ies 4. FRIDAY...Showers’ fell through the Mississippi 


TEMPERATURE 6° OR MORE ' Valley, the central and northern Plains, and the 
***BELOW NORMAL central Rockies. Moderate amounts fell from eastern 
se ABOVE NORMAL NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Oklahoma to eastern Nebraska, and across northern 
<2 Arkansas to the Mississippi Delta. Morning tempera- 
tures cooled the northern States and the Northeast 
but were rather mild by mid-afternoon. 














HIGHLIGHTS: Moisture from Tropical Storm Polo moved 
over the Southwest spreading moderate showers from SATURDAY...The tropical moisture moved eastward, and 
the central Plateau into the central Plains. Later- was augmented by a warm moist flow from the Gulf of 
week moisture from the Gulf of Mexico combined with Mexico. Showers spread throughout the Mississippi 
the high level moisture producing violent River Valley, the lower Great Lakes area, and the 
thunderstorms from northeastern Texas through northern Plains. Thunderstorms triggered severe 
Arkansas, to northern Mississippi, and western weather and heavy downpours from northeastern Texas 
Tennessee. Lighter ~showers fell throughout’ the to northern Mississippi and western Tennessee. The 
Mississippi Valley, the northern Plains, and lower rain provided needed moisture in the Delta but the 
Great Lakes. Early-week moderate rain fell from severe weather damaged some crops. Another cold 
northeastern Georgia through Virginia and Maryland, outbreak over the Northeast brought low temperatures 
and through New England. At the beginning of the in the twenties to New York and New England. 
week, colder-than-normal weather covered most of 

the Rockies and the East, but temperatures warmed 

during the week. Late in the week another cold air 

Cobbernek covered the Northeast. Contents 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION, 


SEPT 30 - OCT 6, 
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SHADED AREAS GREATER THAN 2 INCHES 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 


1984 


INCHES 











meme 


OCT 6, 1984 
12:30 PM EST 
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TROPICAL MOISTURE FROM THE 
PACIFIC COMBINES WITH GULF MOIS- 
TURE TO CAUSE TORRENTIAL RAINS 
IN ARKANSAS AND THE MISSISSIPPI 
DELTA. 


CLOUDINESS AND SHOWERS WERE IN- 
CREASING IN THE TROPICAL 
ATLANTIC ABOUT 300 MILES NORTH 
OF THE DOMINICIAN REPUBLIC 
WHERE TROPICAL STORM JOSEPHINE 
FORMS OCTOBER 7. 
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q CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


OCTOBER 6, 1984 
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CROP MOISTURE: 

DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE 

RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO 

WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGIN- 

NING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. 


USES ... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM 


: = 
‘ ACTS SLIGHTLY FAVORABL 

WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM » a, DRY 

SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. ATR 

LIMITATIONS ... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW i er EXCESSIVELY 

ROOT —f DRY 


ED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 





SLIGHTLY 
DRY 


FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA- 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55°F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 

LON , ) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY 
THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX BY DIVISION 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN S-FT. SOIL PROFILED 


OCT 6, 1984 (A 
CINDEX VALUES ARE IN TENTHS; EXAMPLE: 3783.7) ZZ 
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SHADED AREAS: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 


ABOVE 3 EXCESSIVELY WET, SOME FIELDS FLOODED 
2TO03 TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER 
1TO 2 PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 


2 TO 3 MORE ORY WEATHER NEEDED, WORK DELAYED 
FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN spots 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 

© TO -1 TOPSOM MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW 

-1 TO -2 ,ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 

-2 TO -3 TOO DRY. YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 


Cow 
44 
©3390 
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© TO 1 MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 
OTO-1 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
-1 TO -2 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 
-2 TO -3 DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS “310-4 Pp . RELY CUT BY DROUGHT 
OTENTIAL YIELDS SEVE , 
-3 TO -4 DROUGHT CONTINUES, RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED w-4 RY, MOST CROPS RUINED Based on prelimi reports 
BELOW -4 NOT EN IN, STILL EXTREMELY DRY NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY eL0 EXTREMELY ORY. aay 
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ABOVE 3 SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXECESSIVELY WET Ka 14 
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AVERAGE TEMPERATURE C°F) 


SEPT 30 - OCT 6, 1984 
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Based on preliminary reports 
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PARTURE OF AVERAGE TEMPERATURE FROM NORMAL C°F) 


SEPT 30 - OCT 6, 1984 -9 
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IS+3 ~§ Shaded Areas Normal or Above 
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EXTREME MINIMUM TEMPERATURE 
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SHADED AREAS BELOW 32 DEGREES os cA 
ss 
NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 




















TOTAL GROWING DEGREE DAYS CCORND 


MARCH {| - OCTOBER 6, 1984 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending octToseRr 6, 1984 
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STATES 


A 
STATIONS 


DAYTON 
TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OK OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
Ok ASTORIA 
BURNS 
MEDFORD 
SALEM 
ERIE 
PITTSBURGH 
KI PROVIDENCE 
SC CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
FLORENCE 
GREENVILLE 
SD ABEXDEEN 
HURON 
RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
TN CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
TX ABLLENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMUNT 
BROWNSVILLE 











BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND 1951-80 NORMALS 
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September Weather and Crop Summary 


SEPTEMBER WEATHER SUMMARY 


HIGHLIGHTS: September was a dry month for most of 
the east coast, the High Plains from Texas to 
Montana, and part of the western Corn Belt. It was 
especially dry over the Southeast, inciuding most 
of the Delta where soybeans were yet to mature. 
Hurricane Diana and Tropical Storm Isidore moved 
northward along the southeastern coast, pounding 
the coastline with heavy surf and rain, but did not 
reach far enough inland to help. Showers produced 
above normal rain from central Texas to the Great 
Lakes and brought much needed rain to southern 
Illinois and Indiana. Hot weather plagued parts of 
the Plains but an outbreak of very cold air near 
the month's end brought an end to the _ growing 
season in the northern Plains and much of the 
central Plains. The cold air spread over most of 
the Nation. Hotter-than-normal weather persisted 
over most of California since April. 








FIRST WEEK...It was hot over the central and 
southern Plains on the last day of the month but 
much cooler air spread southward, bringing very 
light rainshowers to the central and northern 
Plains and heavier showers from the southern Plains 
to the Great Lakes’ region. Drought conditions 
continued in the western part of the central Plains 
and the northern Plains. A heat wave persisted in 
California. Hurricane Diana began to affect the 
Florida east coast on the last day. 


SECOND WEEK...Hurricane Diana moved slowly along 
the Southeast coast during most of the week, and 
finally moved inland near Wilmington, NC. The 
storm spread moderate to heavy rain along the 
coast, and pounded the coastline with 
hurricane-force winds. Beneficial rains fell in 
Iowa, the Great Lakes region, and from eastern 
Kansas through the eastern Corn Belt. Little rain 
fell in the central and southern Plains, and across 
much of the South. Temperatures were unusually 
warm in the central and southern Plains and in the 
“Southwest. 


THIRD WEEK...Heavy showers caused early-week local 
flooding over the southern tip of Texas. Later, 
moderate to heavy showers reached from central and 
western Louisiana, through western Arkansas, to 
southern Illinois. Beneficial showers fell from 
eastern Texas into eastern Kansas. Hot California 
and northern Plains weather gave way late in the 
week to much cooler’ temperatures. Cold rain 
changed to snow in Montana as the week ended. 


into the 
By week's 


FOURTH WEEK...Record cold weather pushed 
United States from Canada in early week. 


end, colder than normal weather spread over the 
Nation except parts of the gulf coast = and 
California. Freezing weather spread over’ the 


Rockies and Plateau, into the central Plains, the 
western Corn Belt, and the western Great Lakes. 
Tropical Storm Isidore moved over the Florida 
Peninsula, and then northward along the east coast 
before veering out to sea off North Carolina. The 
Storm spread heavy rain along the coast and over 


Florida, but the rain did not reach very far 








inland. Moderate to heavy rain fell from Arizona 
to central Texas, and northeastward to the Great 
Lakes. 
SEPTEMBER ROW CROP DEVELOPMENT 

Rain benefited late planted soybean sizing 
across the eastern Corn Belt in early September; 
but the benefit to the corn crop was’ limited 
because of the crop's advanced maturity. 


Persistent dryness stressed double-cropped soybeans 


in the southeast, but allowed rapid harvesting of 
other row crops. Development of crops in the 
western Corn Belt was ahead of usual, but lagged 
slightly in eastern areas. A prnalonged California 
heat wave until midmonth rapidly advanced maturity 
of most crops. An unusually hard freeze pushed 


southward at month's end halting plant growth 
across the Rocky Mountains, northern and central 
Plains, and most of the western Corn Belt. 


However, damaged was light because of the advanced 
maturity of most crops. 


Corn was 87 percent mature by September 30, 
compared with the 83 percent average. Maturity was 
13 percentage points slower than normal in Kentucky 
and trailed by 11 £4xpeints in South Dakota. 
Harvesting advanced to 13 percent in the 17 major 
producing States. The average for the date is 14 
percent. Combining was active in all States, with 
progress ranging from 3 _ percent finished in 
Pennsylvania to 91 percent complete in Georgia. 


Leaves had dropped on 66 percent of the soybean 


acreage by September 30, equaling the average. 
Harvesting was 12 percent complete, trailing last 
year's 17 percent and 14 percent average. 


Harvesting trailed the average in half the major 
States. Combining nad not started in the Carolinas 
or Tennessee. Progress ranged from 1 percent 
, dha in Arkansas to 30 percent complete in 
Owa. 


Cotton was in fair to mostly good condition. 
By September 30, bolls opened on 63 percent of the 
acreage, slightly behind normal. Twelve percent of 


the acreage was harvested, 2 points behind 
schedule. Harvesting was active in all States 
except New Mexico. Progress ranged up to 16 
percent finished in Texas. Defoliant spraying 


became more widespread late in the month. 


Sixty-four percent of the sorghum acreage was 
mature by the end of September, slightly ahead of 
average. Harvesting was 37 percent finished, 3 
points ahead of normal. Harvesting progress ranged 
from 6 percent finished in South Dakota to 67 
percent complete in Texas. 


Rice was 62 percent harvested by September 30, 
2 points ahead of the normal pace. Progress ranged 
from 40 percent finished in California to complete 
in Texas. 


WINTER WHEAT SEEDING 





Winter wheat seeding for the 1985 harvest 
reached 41 percent completion by September 30, 
compared with 46 percent last year and the 51 


percent average. Progress was behind average in 
all States except California, Idaho, Indiana, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, Texas, and Washington. 
Beneficial rains fell from central Texas into the 
eastern Corn Belt at the beginning and end of the 


month. However, persistent dryness across’ the 
western two-thirds of the central and southern 
Plains delayed seedings and limited emergence. 


Late month snow brought much-needed moisture for 
seedings across the northern Plains. 


Late month rains provided moisture for 
newly-seeded wheat in extreme eastern Kansas, but 
elsewhere in the State producers planted under very 
dry conditions. Seeding was 35 percent complete by 
the end of September, 20 percentage points behind 
the normal pace. Only 10 percent of the seeded 
acreage had emerged, compared with 15 percent for 
both last year and the average. 

(continued on p. 23) 
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Heating Degree Days (Base 65° F.) 


September 1984 























ALA. Birmingham. . 12 MAINE, Caribou. . . 382 || OKLA. Okla. City. . 
MobhEe «2c « © 2 POPtieame « « « « ec 226 Da > «6 «6 é 6.2 
Montgomery ... .- 4 MD. Baltimore... 95 OREG. Astoria .... 

ALASKA, ek aisha ° 460 MASS. Boston ... 144 aa 
Derraem « s « 6 : 911 ee 125 Ds 6 kw ew es le 
Fairbanks ... .- 535 MICH. Alpena ... 316 Pendleton .... . 

Nome . . het a 583 iin « © « «64 169 e.g le 

ARIZ. Flagstaff 4 166 Sa, eo ee eo ee 179 ee 
puget ng « 6. © « 0 Grand Rapids... 191 PA. Allentown ... 
TUGGOM « «0 © co ee 0 Houghton Lake .. 247 a. *» @.6¢ .@.8 6 ¢ 
Wawa ~“s « ¢.¢6 «© 9 Mo—>.. « « « & 211 Harrisburg ....- 

Yuma .. « Sa 0 Marquette ... . 386 Philadelphia ... 

ARK. Fort Smith “a 53 S. Ste. Marie .. 393 Pittsburgh .... 
Little Rock .. . 52 MINN. Duluth ... 391 BGreeeem «co «2 e-¢ 

CALIF. Bakersfield. 0 Internatl Falls . 471 R.I. Providence .. 
epee 6 2.6 «6 2 192 Minneapolis ... 251 S.C. Charleston .. 
PROGMO ss 0 6 ¢ « 0 Rochester ... -« 274 Con. « « « m= « 

Los Angeles ... 0 BGs CROW « « «6 332 Greenville .... 
Bed Biere'. «+ « 0 MISS. Jackson... 12 S. DAK. Aberdeen. . 
Stockton . s we 0 ES eae 8 i il lg RPE 
See Beem « «.¢ « 0 MO. Columbia ... 125 ES 
San Francisco .. 6 Kansas City ... 143 Sioux Falls .... 
COLO. Denver. ... 181 in -—n © « « « 103 TENN. Chattanooga . 
Grand Junction. . 54 Springfield ... 106 eee ng ig we 
Pueblo. . ~_ 123 MONT. Billings .. 349 Dé. « « « ‘@ 
CONN. Bridgeport 4 97 See. 6 48. 399 PE + 6 « w, @ 
POG Re.  » « % 192 Great Falls ... 410 TEX. Abilene .... 

D.C. Washington. . 53 Ss we ee 452 Sn. «6 « &.¢ 

FLA. Apalachicola . 0 i. « » «6.4 374 a oe ee i 
Ft. Myers. ; 0 Meeemeeas .« «a6 429 PO, <e a 0.6.28 
Jacksonville Aa 0 DAP Eee « « o% 322 Brownsville .... 

Rew. Weet.c .< *#:.< « 0 ME « cc ef 362 Corpus Christi .. 
ee. ci « eo me 0 NEBR. Grand Island. 184 ee 
Ee era 0 give enti 167 Ps: gehen 
W. Palm Beach .. 0 Norfolk .. — 196 Fort Worth .... 
Tallahassee ... 0 North Platte... 246 Galveston ....- -« 
Tee: «<a &, fei 8 0 CO 165 ea «ee 2 

Sw cw 14 Valentine .... 265 es ee 
See. 6a * «2 9) as... oe enka 204 DE bu wte & ee 
ti ee te le 3) a eee « «. «+0 8) San Angelo .... 
a ae: 2 ite: bie » ene « 108 San Antonio... . 
IDAHO, Boise ... 201 Winnemucca .... 179 DOGGIE .4 ase % 
LOR os .«.«.c.¢ 159 N.H. Concord ... 235 + 6d we @ xe © @ 
Pocatello ... . 214 N.J. Atlantic City. 80 Wichita Falls... 

Sian, Se 2. o. o+* 72 N. MEX. Albuquerque 51 UTAH, Milford ... | 132 
Dé «6 ets. @ 189 Se. Bees 256 4 172 Salt Lake City .. 93 
«Moline . in de aseale 171 Binghamton... . 219 VT. Burlington... 246 
NS a as hn ins G08 153 i. « ~ «a 215 VA. Lynchburg ... 91 
Rockford .... . 177 | New York ..... 75 Noefelk . « « « « « 15 
Springfield. ... 127 Rochester ... . 168 Richmond ..... 73 
IND. Evansville. . 79 Syracuse . ..- -« « 231 ea a 121 
Fort Wayne.... 132 N.C. Asheville .. 107 WASH. Colville... M 
Indianapolis... 119 Ghmplette «. o:#.« 47 Quillayute .... | 277 
South Bend... . 130 Greensboro ... - 93 Seattle-Tacoma .. 151 
IOWA, Des Moines . 171 ——— See 3 Spokane ...... | 294 
Due . <0) oe « 190 Bepeeee..- + « 21% « 63 Weems: MRam « @ < « 153 
Souix City .... 194 Wilmington .... 17 WE on cacake. « Dae 

KANS. Concordia. . 157 N. DAK. Bismarck . 371 W. VA. Beckley... | 191 
Bote Gite «: 117 wg «ali 339 Charleston .... 100 
Guetnenm. «--o- «> iox 2 176 WMabhiates. . «1s « 442 Huntington ... . 100 
EE cic ené: 6F% 145 OHIO. Akron-Canton. 181 WIS. Green Bay... | 237 
ES a ee 102 Cinncinnati ... 103 Madison ...... | 229 

KY. Lexington... 91 Cleveland .... 177 Milwaukee ..... | 179 
Louisville .... 73 Columbus ..... 145 WYO. Casper .... | 381 

LA. Baton Rouge. . 8 RE ZAG >» & tie 143 Cheyenne ..... | 362 
Lake Charles ... 7 BOGGS «9% « © & « 173 DOR: « co te te “e « 310 
New Orleans ... 2 Youngstown... - 186 Sheridam ..-e«.e -« 366 
Shreveport .... 19 





























Based 1951-80 normals. 
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National Agricultural Summary 
October 1-7 


HIGHLIGHTS: Rainfall benefited newly-seeded winter 
wheat across most of the central Plains and eastern 
portions of the southern Plains. However, dryness 
persisted in the other major wheat producing 
areas. Dry Southeast conditions further stressed 
double-cropped soybeans, but abnormally cool 
weather limited growth, thus lessening moisture 
demand. Northern Delta heavy rains aided soybean 
development but damaged some cotton with open 
bolls. Farmers had 4-6 days available for 
fieldwork in all regions. Soil moisture was short 
to adequate, but short to very short supplies 
persisted in portions of the southern Plains and 
Southeast. 

Winter wheat planting lagged normal because of 
dry conditions in most wheat producing areas; 56% 
of the acreage was planted and 28% had emerged. 
Corn matured on 94% of the acreage and 20% was 
combined; harvesting was slightly behind schedule. 
Soybean harvesting moved closer to normal, reaching 
29% completion. Plants shed leaves cn 79% of the 
acreage. The sorghum harvest was 43% complete, 1 
point ahead of schedule. Rice was 76% harvested, 
slightly ahead of both last year and the average. 
Cotton opened bolls on 71% of the acreage and 
picking was complete on 16%, both lagging normal. 
Apple picking was in full swing while fall 
vegetable harvesting declined seasonally. Pastures 
and ranges rated fair to poor in the Delta States, 
Southeast, and central Plains, and mostly fair to 
good elsewhere in the Nation. Livestock producers 
continued supplemental feeding while herd 
liquidation increased in some areas. 


SMALL GRAINS: Fifty-six percent of the 1985 winter 
wheat crop was seeded in the 15 major producing 
States; well behind last year's 61% and the 66% 
average. Seeding neared completion in Nebraska. 
Kansas growers seeded 60% of the intended acreage, 
15 points behind normal. In Oklahoma, planting was 
30% finished, half last year and the average. 
Texas growers planted 55% compared with the average 
of 51%. Rain improved the prospect for 
newly-seeded wheat in extreme eastern Oklahoma and 
Texas. However, dry conditions persisted across 
the remainder of those States. Moderate rainfall 
brought much-needed relief to the central Plains 
newly seeded fields. Stands emerged on 28% of the 
acreage, 9 points behind normal. Emerged stands 
rated mostly fair. 


CORN: Corn reached maturity on 94% of the acreage, 
2 percentage points ahead of normal. Combining was 
20% complete in the 17 major producing States, 
trailing the 24% average; harvesting lagged normal 
in all regions. Southeastern producers were 76% 
finished, 3 points behind normal. In the eastern 
Corn Belt, 15% was harvested, compared with the 
normal of 19%. Producers in the western Corn Belt 
harvested 19%, 4 points slower than normal. 





SOYBEANS: Soybeans dropped leaves on 79% of the 
acreage in the 18 major producing States and 29% 
was harvested. Normally, 79% drops leaves and 30% 
is harvested. Western Corn Belt combining was 10 
percentage points ahead of normal but 11 points 
behind in eastern Corn Belt. Harvesting was 1 
point behind schedule in the Southeast = and 
south-central region. Dry conditions persisted in 
the Southeast, further stressing double-cropped 
stands. Heavy rain benefited late-planted soybeans 
in the Delta States. Abnormally cool temperatures 





slowed plant growth in both regions. 


COTTON: 


In the 14 major producing States, bolls 


opened on 71% of the acreage, compared with 80% 
last year and the 75% average. Harvesting was 16% 
complete, only 4 points behind normal. Picking was 
underway in all States except New Mexico. Progress 
ranged from 5% picked in Oklahoma to 30% complete 
in Missouri. Cooler Texas temperatures slowed crop 
development. Frost caused light to moderate damage 
in some areas of Texas. Heavy rains damaged some 
cotton with open bolls across northern portions of 
the Delta States. 


SORGHUM: Sorghum matured on 79% of the acreage in 
the / major producing States, ahead of the 76% 
average but behind last year's 85%. Development 
was slower than normal in South Dakota and the 
southern Plains. Harvesting was 43% finished, 
Slightly ahead of normal but 8 points slower than 
last year. South Dakota and Texas combining lagged 
but was on or ahead of schedule’ elsewhere. 
Progress ranged from 15% finished in South Dakota 
to 70% complete in Texas. 


OTHER CROPS: In the 5 major rice producing States, 

0 e acreage was harvested, compared with 74% 
a year ago and the 73% average. Harvesting ranged 
from 55% finished in California to complete in 
Texas. Arkansas growers combined 66%, 3 points 
slower than normal. 

Weather conditions were 
tobacco in most producing regions. Harvesting 
neared completion in many areas. Producers 
actively cured, stripped, and marketed their crop. 
Stalk plowing became widespread. 

Peanut digging and threshing gained momentum. 
Producers dug 20% of their acreage in Texas, 63% in 
North Carolina, 80% in Mississippi, 87% in Georgia, 
and 92% in Alabama. 





ideal for curing 


VEGETABLES: Fall vegetable harvesting declined 
seasonally in northern growing areas. Frost halted 
production in many areas. Maine potato producers 
dug 80% of their acreage, while Idaho growers were 
40% finished. Florida producers continued seeding 
fall crops. Early planted crops showed good plant 





growth. Harvesting increased for sweet corn, 
cucumbers, and squash and began for’ tomatoes, 
eggplant, and specialty-type peppers. Showers 


halted planting in the Texas Rio Grande Valley. 
High Plains producers harvested carrots, cabbage, 
and peppers. California producers harvested light 
to moderate volumes of broccoli, brussels sprouts, 
cantaloups, carrots, cauliflower, celery, lettuce, 
and market tomatoes. Processing tomato harvesting 


was nearly complete. 





FRUITS AND NUTS: Fall apple picking was in full- 
Swing in northern’ orchards. Florida's citrus 
groves required increased irrigation. Harvesting 
increased for fresh fruit shipments. Grove 
caretakers disinfected equipment moving between 
groves. Arizona's grapefruit harvest is expected 
to begin soon. California raisin grape, 
stonefruit, and Valencia orange harvests neared 
completion. Growers actively harvested a wide 


variety of other fruits. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures and ranges rated 





mostiy fair to good condition, except in_ the 
Southeast, Delta States, and central Plains where 
fair to poor conditions persisted. Livestock were 
in fair to mostly good _ condition. However, 
supplemental feeding was necessary in many areas, 
and livestock marketing continued active in some 
regions. 
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CROP PROGRESS 
FOR WEEK ENDING OCT 7 
SOYBEANS SOYBEANS CORN CORN 
% DROPPING LEAVES % HARVESTED % MATURE % HARVESTED 
1984 1983 AVG. 1984 1983 AVG. 1984 1983 AVG. 1984 1983 AVG. 
ALA 64 43 58 ALA = ww COLO 88 82 72 COLO 1? =«12 8 
ARK 32 48 42 ARK 4 6 5 GA 100 100 100 GA 93 91 90 
GA 70 49 57 GA 6 3 6 ILL 98 100 99 ILL 21 = 4) 28 
ILL 92 96 96 ILL 45 70 60 IND 95 98 90 IND 13 17 15 
IND 97 98 94 IND 30 60 £35 IOWA 100 100 96 IOWA 21 54 25 
IOWA 100 98 95 IOWA 64 60 46 KANS 98 97 90 KANS 55 50 40 
KANS 97.6 C85 ti‘ KANS - poe ke KY 85 90 95 KY 30 43 £4) 
KY 48 63 59 KY Se W's MICH 100 95 ~~ 85 MICH 10 36°10 65 
LA 62 58 56 LA Ye ae MINN 93 97 89 MINN oe Bee WN 
MICH 100 100 97 MICH § 2 14 MO 92 98 86 MO 46 69 48 
MINN 99 99 99 MINN sf. 8 @ NEBR 96 100 85 NEBR 15 35 20 
MISS 80 75 83 MISS 3 10 15 NC 99 100 99 NC 73 79 78 
MO 72 84 74 MO 19 38 28 OHIO 90 98 90 OHIO Oe Aaa 
NEBR 96 100 91 NEBR 30 45 40 PA 45 77 65 PA 5 - fe) 
NC wm NC 1 1 4 S DAK 89 100 100 S DAK B!)h = 
OHIO 95 100 95 OHIO 20 45 30 VA 95 98 99 VA 48 55 54 
$¢ 28 29 = 33 $c 0 0 0 WIS 100 100 100 WIS 12 g 9 
TENN 48 69 58 TENN 2 6 5 
17 STATES 94 98 92 17 STATES 20 37 24 
18 STATES 79 81 79 18 STATES eet 


THESE 18 STATES PRODUCED 93% 
OF THE 1983 SOYBEAN CROP. 


SORGHUM 
% COLORING 

1984 1983 AVG. 
COLO 99 99 96 
KANS 96 100 99 
MO 100 100 93 
NEBR 100 100 100 
OKLA 100 100 100 
S DAK 96 100 100 
TEX 97. 98 97 
7 STATES 97 99 98 


THESE 7 STATES PRODUCED 85% 
OF THE 1983 SORGHUM CROP. 


COTTON 
% BOLLS OPENING 


1984 1983 AVG. 


ALA Ss FS 
ARIZ 99 92 97 
ARK 87 699 87 
CALIF 100 85 87 
GA 79 82 8&6 
LA 95 94 89 
MISS 97 9 98 
MO 100 100 97 
N MEX 99 75 GA 
NC 99 100 91 
OKLA 70 65 70 
SC 87 100 91 
TENN 9 99 90 
TEX 49 71 62 
14 STATES 71 «=80 75 


THESE 14 STATES PRODUCED 99% 
OF THE 1983 COTTON CROP. 


THESE 18 STATES PRODUCED 93% 
OF THE 1983 SOYBEAN CROP. 


SORGHUM 

% MATURE 
1984 1983 AVG. 
COLO 82 94 74 
KANS fo: ee: & 
MO 90 91 81 
NEBR Ss SS fF 
OKLA 65 85 80 
S DAK 79 OF #87 
TEX 77 84 84 
7 STATES 9° Garr 


THESE 7 STATES PRODUCED 85% 
OF THE 1983 SORGHUM CROP. 


COTTON 
% HARVESTED 

1984 1983 AVG. 
ALA 26 20 26 
ARIZ 7 4 10 
ARK Ww: 462 
CAL IF 7 2 S 
GA | ea ae 
LA oe WwW zs 
MISS : a. ae 
MO a! Fa 
N MEX 0 1 2 
NC scan fee 
OKLA 5 2 2 
+ ¢ 7 Be2e 
TENN 12 45 30 
TEX a i 
14 STATES 16 #17 = «620 


THESE 14 STATES PRODUCED 99% 
OF THE 1983 COTTON CROP. 


THESE 17 STATES PRODUCED 90% 
OF THE 1983 CORN CROP. 


SORGHUM 
% HARVESTED 
1984 1983 AVG. 


COLO a 6% 6 
KANS no S&S @ 
MO 50 59 4] 
NEBR 25 45 25 
OKLA 20 20 20 
S DAK ws @ @& 
TEX 7. wm «C8 
7 STATES 43. St 4 


THESE 7 STATES PRODUCED 85% 
OF THE 1983 SORGHUM CROP. 


WINTER WHEAT 


% PLANTED 

1984 1983 AVG. 
CALIF 5 1 2 
COLO 92 92 93 
IDAHO 70 72 64 
ILL oOo ss Ss 
IND ao & & 
KANS 60 60 75 
MO ase 2&3 =& 
MONT oS @& 
NEBR 99 100 100 
OHIO 35 45 45 
OKLA 30 60 60 
OREG er’ * @& Sa 
S DAK 94 100 98 
TEX sS @W* Si 
WASH GG 7 * 72 
15 STATES 56 61 66 


THESE 15 STATES PRODUCED 84% 


THESE 17 STATES PRODUCED 90% 
OF THE 1983 CORN CROP. 


RICE 
% HARVESTED 

1984 1983 AVG. 
ARK 66 77 69 
CAL IF 3-3 3 
LA 95 92 95 
MISS 80 67 76 
TEX 100 160 100 
5 STATES Fe? } ye)" * Fs 


THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 98% 
OF THE 1983 RICE CROP. 


WINTER WHEAT 


% EMERGED 

1984 1983 AVG. 
CAL IF 0 0 0 
COLO 72 69 74 
IDAHO ee? eee 
ILL 5 7 8 
IND wo ee 
KANS = a ae 
MO 10 620)~—=(«8 
MONT 20 50 40 
NEBR 70 «85 ~— 85 
OHIO = a we 
OKLA 10 20 20 
OREG o's 
S DAK 69 80 83 
TEX > ee eee 
WASH oS - = 
15 STATES 28 > °32°" 37 


THESE 15 STATES PRODUCED 84% 


OF THE 1983 WINTER WHEAT CROP. OF THE 1983 WINTER WHEAT CROP. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 
national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 
each Monday by SRS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall 0.00 in. south and central, 
scattered 0.50 to 1.00 in. north. Temperatures 
averaged 2 to 5° below normal. 

Soil moisture very short over the _ entire 
State. Fieldwork: 6.7 days. Corn harvested 
83%, 91% 1983, 82% average. Soybeans turning 
yellow 86%, 74% 1983, 82% average. Soybeans 
dropping leaves 64%, 43% 1983, 58% average. 
Soybeans mature 38%, 31% 1983, 40% average. 
Soybeans harvested 12%, 10% 1983, 14% average. 
Cotton bolls open 85%, 91% 1983, 81% average. 
Cotton harvested 26%, 20% 1983, 26% average. 
Peanuts dug 92%, 72% 1983, 73% average. Peanuts 
combined 82%, 62% 1983, 62% average. Sorghum 
harvested 70%, 62% 1983, 49% average. 
Activities: Harvesting corn, sorghum, peanuts, 
cotton, soybeans, and vegetables; preparing for 
fall planting and applying lime; and routine 
care of livestock and poultry. Conditions: 
Cotton, peanuts and sorghum fair to good; wheat 
and pastures poor to fair; soybeans poor to 
mostly fair; livestock mostly fair to good. 





ARIZONA: Upper level low pressure system 
crossed State 2nd, 3rd, spreading heavy rain 
over much of eastern half. Southerly winds 
brought considerable moisture from subtropics. 
Precipitation amounts mostly between 0.50 and 
2.00 in. Globe had 4.62 in. pelted with 
baseball size hail morning of 2nd. Yuma, La 
Paz, Mohave counties received none except few 
treces. Much cooler air behind storm system 
lowered temperatures by 5 to 159. Mostly 
sunny skies, warming trend prevailed remainder 
of week. Average temperatures varied from 2 to 
7° below seasonal normals. 

Cotton 99% open bolls, 92% last year, 97% 
average. Cotton 7% harvested, 4% last year, 10% 
average. Defoliation active, many growers still 
spraying for insect control. Alfalfa seeding 
for new stands continued. Harvest ranged from 
active to winding down. Lemon packing 
moderately heavy. Salt River Valley cantaloupe 
harvest started some areas, winding down 
others. Honeydew harvest started, grapefruit 
harvest expected to begin 14th. Green onions, 
greens being harvested. Lettuce packing started 
Willcox area, apple packing complete. Pumpkin 
harvest underway. 





ARKANSAS: Record low temperatures early in week 
with heavy frost in northern sections. Warm at 
midweek with rain at weekend. Temperatures 
averaged 50 to 11° below normal. High 
859°, low 31°. Most rainfall 6.28 in., least 
0.67 in. 

Soil moisture was short in the southeast and 
adequate elsewhere. Cotton condition good; open 
bolls 87%, 99% 1983, 87% average; harvested 15%, 
45% 1983, 32% average. Rice condition good; 
ripe 90%, 95% 1983, 96% average; harvested 66%, 
77% 1983, 69% average. Soybean condition good; 
yellowing 61%, 71% 1983, 62% average; shedding 
leaves 32%, 48% 1983, 42% average; harvested 4%, 
6% 1983, 5% average. Corn condition good; 
harvested 85%, 91% 1983, 83% average. Sorghum 
condition good; harvested 76%, 83% 1983, 84% 
average. Wheat seeding 9%, 9% 1983, 12% 
average. Pastures below average northwest to 
average other areas. Livestock good condition. 


CALIFORNIA: The week produced no significant 
departures from normal for temperatures 








throughout the State. The south coast was 


slightly above their temperature normal while 
the remaining zones were normal to _ slightly 
below normal. Temperature extremes’ included 
readins of 104° at both Thermal and Imperial, 
while at the other end of the thermometer, 
Alturas dipped to 279, The northern zones of 
the State were the only districts with 
precipitation as Pacific storm activity begins 
to brush the northern areas. 

Cotton progressing, 7% harvested, 2% last 
year, 4% average. Bolls open 100%, 85% last 
year, 87% average. Some fields shredded for 
bollworm control. Second defoliants required 
some fields. Field corn, sugarbeets being 
harvested. Rice harvest, slowed by rain, 55% 
harvested, 25% last year, 33% average. 
Blackeyes, dry beans cut and windrowed. Rain 
damaged a few windrowed alfalfa fields. Apple, 
avocado, Coachella Valley date, Calmeria and 
Emperor table grape, north and central coast 
wine grape, olive, persimmon, pomegranate, 
desert lemon, summer grapefruit, almond, 
pistachio, and walnut harvest continue. Raisin 
grape, stonefruit, and Valencia orange harvests 
near completion. New crop Navel oranges are 
coloring. Broccoli light to moderate supply 
central coast. Fall broccoli growing well. 
Reseeded fields germinating Palo Verde Valley. 
Brussels sprouts harvest increasing. Cantaloupe 
harvest winding down San Joaquin Valley. Light 


harvest starting fall desert cantaloupe. 
Carrots fairly light supply. Cauliflower light 
to moderate supply central coast. Celery 


harvest moderate central coast, some curtailment 
due market condition, some overmature fields 


disced. Harvest honeydew, miscellaneous melons 
decreasing. Fall desert fields plagued by 
whitefly build-up. Lettuce moderate supply 
central coast. Potato harvest continued 
Perris-Hemet and Tulelake-Butte Valley. Market 
tomato harvest moderate. Processing tomato 
harvest nearly finished. Range pasture 
conditions extremely dry over most State. Fire 
danger extremely high. Fall calving 


increasing. Stock water supplies becoming short 


some areas. 


COLORADO: Rain showers covered the State 3rd 





through 5th with snow above 410,000 feet. 
Precipitation was widespread and heavy with 1.00 
in. or more’ reported in all river’ basins. 
Temperatures averaged 2 to 4° below normal. 

Moisture late in week has aided winter wheat 
emergence and prompted final seeding of 85 
crop. Winter wheat seeded at 92%, 1983 92%, 
average 93%. Winter wheat emergence at 72%, 69% 
in 1983, average 74%. Corn maturity at 88%, 
1983 82%, average 72%. Corn harvest 11% 
complete, 12% in 1983, average 8%. Sorghum 
maturity at 82%, 94% in 1983, average 74%. 
Sorghum 15% harvested, 45% 1983, 11% average. 
Dry bean threshing at 76%, 83% 1983, average 
76%. Fall potato harvest 71%, 70% 1983, average 
64%. Four days suitable for fieldwork. 


FLORIDA: The week was unseasonably cool, dry. 
Except for some light coastal showers southeast, 
little or no rain fell. Early morning 
temperatures dropped to near record lows at 
midweek. Lows in the upper 30's occurred 
extreme north with 40's elsewhere north, 50's 





central. Temperatures began to moderate at 
weekend. Readings averaged up to 8° below 
normal, north; 6° below, central; 3° below 
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normal south. reservior water. Beginning October 8, a 
Soil moisture extremely short Panhandle, parts mandatory reduction of 25% in water use will qo 
of north; adequate elsewhere. Soybean harvest into effect in up country Maui. Kula, also a 
increased. Dry weather caused premature leaf major vegetable and flower growing region, is 
shedding and pods not filling. Peanut harvest part of the affected area. Meanwhile, water 
neared completion. Cotton harvest in full reducetion programs continued on Oahu but were 
swing. Small grain seeding delayed by dry lifted for the Kapaa area of Kauai. Chinese 
conditions. Planting corn for seed production Cabbage shipments will be moderate. Water 
active in south. Some late hay cuttings made. restrictions have resulted in plant stress and 
Sugarcane good condition. Pasture conditions farmers have greatly reduced plantings. Head 
poor to fair, Panhandle; generally fair, Cabbage production will remain moderate. Head 
northern Peninsula and continue good to lettuce supplies light to moderate with disease 
excellert elsewhere. Cattle condition mostly reducing yields. Papaya production continues 
fair, Panhandle, generally good elsewhere. its seasonal decline. 
Citrus growing areas dry and cool, much 
irrigation. Cood color on early fruit. Harvest IDAHO: A high pressure system brought sunny 
increasing for out of State fresh fruit skies and warm temperatures to the State. 
shipments. Grove caretakers disinfecting Temperatures averaged near normal. statewide. 
equipment moving between’ groves. Near ideal Precipitation was light and widely scattered. 
weather prevailed vegetable growing areas. Good weather aided harvesting and fall seeding 
Mild days, cool nights, very light, scattered as 6.6 days were suitable for fieldwork. 
rainfall occurred. Seeding continues active Potatoes were 40% harvested compared to 38% last 
most fall crops. Early crops up to good year and 41% average. Winter wheat advanced to 
stands. Plant growth good. Bloom, fruit set 70% seeded versus 72% in 1983 and 64% average. 
gaining rapidly. Harvest gaining sweet corn, The new crop was 36% emerged compared to 37% a 
cucumbers, squash. Harvest getting underway year ago and 32% average. The third cutting of 
tomatoes, eggplant, specialty type peppers. alfalfa hay rose to 66% harvested compared to 
Good volume expected most crops by early to 64% last year and 76% average. Dry beans 
mid-November. Transplanting of winter advanced to 74% harvested compared to 82% a year 
strawberry crop underway’  Hillsborough-Manatee ago and 76% average. Silage corn was 70% 
area. harvested versus 87% in 1983 and 76% average. 
Corn for grain was 7% harvested compared to 3% 
GEORGIA: Average temperatures for week in low last year. Sugarbeet harvest was underway with 
and mid 60's, 2 to 5° below normal for week in 14% of the crop dug versus 11% in 1983 and 8% 
north and 5 to 80 below normal in central and average. Livestock were in good condition with 
south. Rainfall averaged between 0.50 to 0.75 44% of the cattle and 33% of the sheep removed 
in. below normal for week. Four inch soil from summer ranges. 
temperatures averaged in low and mid 60's in 
north to mid 70's south. ILLINOIS: Temperatures normal to 49° = above 
Soil moisture 1% surplus, 8% adequate, 20% normal. Precipitation 0.0 to 2.27 in. 
short, 71% very short. Average days suitable Soil moisture 64% adequate, 33% short, 3% 
for fieldwork: 6.0. Very dry conditions surplus. Corn mature 98%, last year 100%, 
delaying small grain planting. Drought stress average 99%; harvested 21%, last year 41%, 
on crops and pastures. Harvesting corn, average 28%. Soybean shedding leaves 92%, last 
peanuts, soybeans, cotton when possible. Corn year 96%, average 96%; harvested 45%, last year 
harvested 93%, 91% last year, average 90%; 70%, average 60%. Sorghum harvested 25%, last 
condition 54% good, 35% fair, 8% poor. Cotton year 42%, average 34%. Winter wheat seeded 25%, 
bolls open 79%, 82% last year, average 86%, 15% last year 34%, average 35%; 5% emerged, last 
harvested, 12% last year, average 32%; condition year 7%, average 8%. Fall tillage of 1985 
4% excellent, 55% good, 35% fair, 6% poor. intended corn and soybean acreage 7%, last year 
Peanuts 87% dug, 80% last year, average 84%; 75% 17%, average 10%. Pasture condition 5% 
threshed, 65% last year, average 73%; condition excellent, 49% good, 37% fair, 9% poor. Days 
6% excellent, 54% good, 34% fair, 4% poor. suitable for fieldwork: 6.5. 
Soybeans 70% dropping leaves, 49% last year, 
average 57%; 6% harvested this year and average; INDIANA: Temperatures averaged out close to 
3% last year; condition 19% good, 50% fair, 23% normal for the week. Highs ranging from upper 
poor, 8% very poor. Late maturing beans hurt. 60's to lower 70's and lows averaging from upper 
Wheat 5% planted, 10% last year, average 11%. 40's to lower 50's. Soil moisture supplies were 
Rye 16% planted, 29% last year, average 24%. replenished by ample rains throughout’ the 
Other small grains 12% planted, 19% last year, State. Most areas accumulated above’ normal 
average 20%. Apples 91% picked, 88% last year, totals of 0.75 in. or more. 
average 94%; condition 62% good, 28% fair, 7% Fieldwork averaged 6.1 days. Topsoil and 
poor. Pecans 1% harvested this year and subsoil moisture short to mostly adequate. Corn 
average, none-last year; condition 34% good, 52% 95% mature, 1983 98%, average 90%. Corn 13% 
fair, 10% poor, 4% very poor. Hay condition 24% harvested, 1983 17%, average 15%. Corn moisture 
goot, 43% fair, 27% poor, 6% very’ poor. 27%, 1983 22%. Soybeans 30% harvested, 1983 
Pastures 18% good, 38% fair, 35% poor, 9% very 60%, average 35%. Soybeans 97% dropping leaves, 
poor. Cattle 48% good, 43% fair, 8% poor. 1983 98%, average 94%. Wheat land 57% plowed, 
Supplemental feed being fed. Hogs 56% good, 36% 1983 63%, average 69%. Wheat 25% seeded, 1983 
fair, 5% poor. 45%, average 35%. Wheat 10% emerged, 1983 15%, 
average 15%. Rye 45% seeded, 1983 60%, average 
HAWAII: Daily record high temperatures, and an 50%. Tobacco 96% harvested, 1983 91%, average 
all-time record high of 949 on 6th, combined 96%. Silos 93% filled, 1983 95%, average 85%. 
with light trade winds produced humid conditions 
all week. Rainfall was light and restricted to IOWA: Temperatures mild throughout week, 
the windward areas. ' average 3 to 59 above seasonal normals. 
The State's two major vegetable growing areas Statewide average precipitation exceeded normal 
now under mandatory water conservation for first time in ten weeks. 
programs. Most of the Waimea district of Hawaii Days suitable for fieldwork; 6.5. Corn 
Island remains on a_ strict 2-hour ae day harvesting 21% complete, 54% last year, 25% 


irrigation schedule in an effort to, conserve normal. Corn lodging 67% 
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moderate, 3% heavy damage. Ear droppage 79% 
none to light, 20% moderate, 1% heavy. Soybean 
acreage reaching maturity 95% complete, last 
year 95%, normal 88%. Soybean harvesting 64% 
complete, last year 60%, normal 46%. Soybean 
sedgtes damage 78% none to light, 21% moderate, 
1% heavy. Soybean shattering 63% none to light, 
33% moderate, 4% #£4heavy. Sorghum acreage 
harvested 26% complete, last year 46%, normal 
22%. Winter wheat acreage seeding 70% complete, 
69% last year, 68% normal. Fall tillage 8% 
complete, 15% last year, 8% normal. Fall 
fertilizer application 8% complete, 13% last 
year, 7% normal. Topsoil moisture conditions 
80% short, 19% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture conditions 80% short, 20% adequate. 
Livestock in good condition. 


KANSAS: Precipitation averaged around 0.50 in. 
in the northeast and north central and 1.00 in. 
elsewhere. Temperatures averaged 600 
northwest, 63 to 67° elsewhere. These were 1 
to 3° above normal. 

Sorghum grain 96% turning color, 100% last 
year, 99% average; 75% mature, 80% last year, 
65% average; 25% harvested, 35% last year, 20% 
average. Soybeans dropping leaves 97%, 85% last 
year, 75% average; 30% harvested, 30% last year, 
20% average. Corn 98% mature, 97% last year, 
90% average; harvested 55%, 50% a year ago, 40% 
average. Winter wheat planted 60%, 60% last 
year, 75% average; emerged 25%, 25% a year ago, 
35% average. Soil moisture short. Pasture and 
rangeland poor to fair. Days suitable for 
fieldwork: 5.5. 


KENTUCKY: Mild and generally dry with 
widespread rain by weekend. Temperatures for 
week averaged about 3° below normal. Some 
areas light frost early in week, little damage 
reported to crops. Mean temperatures for week 
were near 60°, Precipitation averaged near 
normal at about 0.50 in. 

Soil moisture 51% short, 46% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Days suitable averaged 5.5. Tobacco 
harvest virtually complete; 1% stripped, same as 
last year and average. Another 8% ready for 
strip. Little or no houseburn most areas. Corn 
harvest 30% complete, 43% tJlast year, 41% 
average; most advanced in western counties. 
Soybeans 6% harvested, 10% tlast year, 11% 
average; 42% shedding leaves or mature but not 
harvested. Continued mild weather needed to 
allow late beans to mature. Winter wheat 18% 








seeded. Sorghum grain harvest one-third 
complete. Winter hay supplies expected below 
normal. 


LOUISIANA: Rainfall amounts ranged from none to 
° n. Average temperatures from 7 to 10° 
below normal. High 91°, low 35°. 

Soil moisture generally short to adequate 
south and west central, and very short to short 
elsewhere in the State. Days suitable for 
fieldwork: 6.3. Activities included harvesting 
hay, rice, sweetpotatoes, cotton, and soybeans; 
and planting sugarcane and winter wheat. Rice 
harvest 95% 1984, 92% 1983, 95% average. Corn 
harvest 99% 1984, 93% 1983, 97% average. Cotton 
open bolls 95% 1984, 94% 1983, 89% average; 
harvest 25% 1984, 18% 1983, 28% average; 
condition good. Soybeans turning color 87% 
1984, 83% 1983, 82% average; leaves shedding 62% 
1984, 58% 1983, 56% average; harvest 20% 1984, 
13% 1983, 19% average; condition fair to good. 
Sorghum harvest 99% 1984, 92% 1983, 90% 
average. Winter wheat planting 9% 1984, 13% 
1983, 16% average; emerged 2% 1984, 5% 1983, 5% 
average. Sweetpotato harvest 77% 1984, 72% 
1983, 74% average. Sugarcane planting 86% 1984, 
89% 1983, 84% average; condition fair. Fall 


vegetables condition fair to good. Hay final 
cutting 95% 1984, 86% 1983, 87% average. 
Pasture condition fair. Livestock condition 
fair to good. 

MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: 


Maryland: The weather 








was coo and wet over the entire State. 
Temperatures averaged 70 below normal. 


Rainfall averaged 1.44 in. with all areas 
getting significant rainfall. 

Fieldwork average 5.5 days. Topsoil moisture 
adequate, subsoi moisture short to adequate. 
Corn condition good to excellent. Corn 90% 
mature, 1983 95%, average 95%. Corn 45% 
harvested; 1983 60%, average 55%. Soybeans fair 
to good condition. Soybeans turning color 90%, 
1983 90%, average 80%. are oese shedding leaves 
55%, 1983 55%, average 50%. Soybeans harvested 
5%, 1983 15%, average 10%. Tobacco harvest 98%, 
1983 85%, average 95%. Apple harvest 75%, 1983 
65%, average 70%. The seeding of small grains 
proceeding at a normal pace. 

Delaware: Cool and wet week. 


Temperatures 
averaged 8° below normal. 


Rainfall averaged 


1.52 in. 
Fieldwork averaged 5.0 days. Topsoil moisture 
adequate, subsoil moisture mostly short. 


Soybean condition poor to fair. Soybeans 90% 
turning color; 1983 70%, average 85%. Soybeans 
65% shedding leaves, 1983 40%, average 50%. 
Soybean harvest 10% complete; 1983 2%, average 
2%. Corn remains in good condition. Corn 95% 
mature, 1983 100%, average 95%. Corn harvested 
45%, 1983 45%, average 50%. Apple harvest 45% 
complete, 1983 85%, average 85%. Wheat seeded 
5%, 1983 5%, average 5%. 


MINNESOTA: Mild, dry weather predominated the 
early part of the week with precipitation moving 
into the State over the weekend. Temperatures 
averaged 2 to 6° above normal. High: 799, 
low: 23°. Precipitation averaged 0.10 to 0.54 
in. below normal for the northern 1/3 of the 
State and east central, and near normal to 0.56 
in. above normal elsewhere. 

The dry conditions and above normal 
temperatures provided an excellent week for 
combining soybeans, sunflowers and corn. Some 
producers were concerned about corn borer damage 
to ear shanks; ear droppage loss in the southern 
half of the State may be heavy. Sugarbeet 
harvest slowed because of the abnormally high 
temperatures and the moisture received’ the 
latter part of the week. Pasture conditions in 
the north continued dry and short. Chopping of 
field corn was nearing completion in many 





areas. Plowing in the northern half of the 
State, however, was limited by the dry 
conditions. Days suitable for fieldwork: 6.1. 


Topsoil moisture: 18% very short, 25% short, 56% 
adequate and 1% surplus. Field corn: Mature 
93%, 1983 97%, normal 89%; harvested 9%, 1983 
31%, normal 11%; moisture content 25%, 1983 26%, 
normal 29%. Soybeans: Mature 97%, 1983 95%, 
normal 87%; harvested 52%, 1983 35%, normal 29%; 
moisture content 13%, normal 13%, 1983 14%. 
Sunflowers: Bracts turning brown 97%, 1983 95%, 
normal 91%; harvested 18%, 1983 16%, normal 
23%. Sugarbeets: Harvested 29%, 1983 34%, 
normal 21%. Potatoes: Harvested 88%, 1983 74%, 
normal 75%. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures across the State 
average 4° below normal this week. Highs 
ranged from the mid 60's to the low 70's and 
lows from the upper 20's to the upper 30's. 
Precipitation was light to moderate with the 
greatest amount falling in the central lower 
section. 

Favorable weather over most of the State 
allowed farmers to resume harvesting 
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operations. Statewide 6.0 days suitable for 
fieldwork. Dry beans 90% harvested, 70% last 
year, 73% average. Corn silage 80% harvested, 
80% last year, 72% average. Corn 100% mature, 
95% last year, 85% average. Corn 10% harvested, 


10% last year, 6% average. Soybeans 100% 
dropping leaves, 100% last year, 97% average. 
Soybeans 15% harvested, 25% last year, 14% 


average. Third cutting hay 90% baled, 85% last 
year, 82% average. Wheat 60% planted, 65% last 
year, 59% average. Fruit and vegetable harvest 
winding down over the State. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures below normal early in 
the week, record lows and earliest frost in 30 
years, extremes 29 and 87°, Virtually no 
rainfall until the 6th when many i  ~northern 
counties received more than 4.00 in. Greatest 
24-hour rainfall 8.85 -in. 

Soil moisture very short. Fieldwork 6.4 days 
suitable, 6.4 1983, 5.2 average. Main activity 
crop harvest. Cotton good; 97% open bolls, 96% 
1983, 98% average; 22% harvested, 26% 1983, 35% 
average. Soybeans fair; 80% shedding, 75% 1983, 
83% average; 13% harvested, 10% 1983, 15% 
average. Sorghum good; 75% harvested, 76% 1983, 
74% average. Rice good; 80% harvested, 67% 
1983, 76% average. Wheat poor; 13% planted, 14% 
1983, 19% average. Corn 78% harvested, peanuts 
80%, sweetpotatoes 64%. Pasture condition 
poor. Pecan condition fair to poor. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 2 to 5° below normal. 
Rain came over weekend, ranging from 0.10 in. in 
north to 3.50 in. in the southeast Bootheel area. 

Days suitable for fieldwork: 5.9. Soybeans 
dropping leaves 72%, 84% last year, 74% normal. 
Soybeans mature 49%, 69% last year, 56% normal. 
Soybeans harvested 19%, 38% last year, 28% 
normal. Corn mature 92%, 98% last year, 86% 
normal. Corn harvested 46%, 69% 1983, 48% 
normal. Sorghum mature 90%, 91% last year, 81% 
normal. Sorghum harvested 50%, 59% last year, 
41% normal. Cotton opening bolls 100%, 100% 
last year, 97% normal. Cotton harvested 30%, 
59% last year, 42% normal. Land tilled for 
spring planted crops 19%, 17% last year, 15% 











normal. Wheat planted 27%, 35% last year, 32% 
normal. Wheat emerged 10%, 20% last year, 18% 
normal. Condition of pasture 22% good, 64% 
fair, 14% poor. Topsoil moisture supply 3% 
surplus, 64% adequate, 33% short. 

MONTANA: Very pleasant week with sunny warm 
days and clear mild nights. Daytime 


temperatures in 60's and 70's throughout State 
with some 80's across eastern sections midweek. 
No precipitation. 

Topsoil moisture short except in south central 
and west. Subsoil moisture short except west of 
Continental Divide. Days suitable for 
fieldwork: 6.5. Crops harvested compared with 
last year and average: Corn silage 90, 90, 85; 
dry beans 80, 95, 80; potatoes 55, 60, 35; 
sugarbeets 10, 15, 10. Winter wheat planted 
65%, last year 80%, average 75%; winter wheat 
emerged 20%, last year 50%, average 40%. About 
65% of cattle and sheep moved to winter pastures. 


NEBRASKA: Rains second half of week. 
Precipitation ranged from 0.50 in. Panhandle t0 
2.00 in. east. Temperatures averaged 2 to 59 
above normal. 

Winter wheat condition rated 20% poor, 44% 
fair, 36% good. Wheat planted 99%, 100% 1983, 
100% average. Wheat emerged 70%, 85% last year, 
85% average. Soybeans shedding leaves 96%, 100% 
last year, 91% average. Soybeans harvested 30%, 
45% last year, 40% average. Sorghum ripe 95%, 
95% last year, 75% average. Sorghum harvested 
25%, 45% last year, 25% average. Corn mature 





96%, 100% last year, 85% 
harvested 15%, 35% 
Topsoil 


average. Corn 
last year, 20 average. 
moisture 52% short, 45% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 75% short, 25% 
adequate. Average number of days suitable for 
fieldwork was 5.5. 


NEVADA: Low pressure trough brought much cooler 
temperatures and light preciptiation early in 
period. Except for extreme south, all areas had 
some rain midweek. Temperatures recovered to 
near seasonal levels as the weekend approached. 
Extremes: 95 and 21°. 

Potato harvest resumed = as 
Alfalfa seed and small 
completed for 1984 season. Hay harvest in 
windup stage. Good progress digging onions. 
Garlic and winter grain planting operation in 
progress. Livestock good condition. 


NEW ENGLAND: Temperatures averaged 5 to 10° 
below normal, ranging from ‘the 30's in extreme 
north to 50's south. Most of the _ region 
received over 1.00 in. of precipitation early in 
the week. Mild midweek was followed by very 
cold weekend temperatures and heavy frost on the 


fields dried. 
grain combining about 





Soil moisture supplies and grazing 
availability short to adequate. An average of 
5.0 days suitable for fieldwork. Maine potatoes 
80% harvested, 90% last year, on schedule with 
normal. Silage corn 75% chopped, 70% tlast 
year. Third cur hay 90% complete. Apples, 60% 
picked. Cranberry harvest in full swing with 
excellent crop expected. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged 6° below 
normal. Extremes were 22° on the 6th and 
73° also on the 6th. Weekly rainfall averaged 
0.76 in. north, 0.84 in. central and 0.92 in. 
south. The heaviest 24-hour total was 1.17 in. 
on the Ist to 2nd. Estimated soil moisture, in 
percent of field capacity, averaged 86% north, 
91% central and 91% south. Four inch soil 
temperatures averaged 49° north, 54° central 
and 55° south. 

Fieldwork: 5.0 days suitable. The main farm 
activities included harvesting vegetables and 
apples, planting small grains and overseeding 





hay and pastures. Fall crop prospects continue 
good. 
NEW MEXICO: Average temperatures little below 





Minimum temperature: 27° 
Maximum temperature: 85° 
northeastern plains. Significant rains produced 
by decaying tropical storm in western Mexico. 
Precipitation totals between 0.50 and 1.00 in. 
Soil moisture supplies very short to 
adequate. Alfalfa fair to good; fourth cutting 
virtually completed, fifth continued. Cotton 
fair to good, major harvest activities to begin 


norma! statewide. 
northern mountains. 


soon. Corn good to excellent; grain harvest 
continued. Barley good to excellent; nearly all 
acceptable stands. Irrigated wheat good to 
excellent, dryland fair to good. Acceptable 
stand over 50%. Irrigated, dryland grain 
sorghum good to excellent; grain harvest 
continued. Pecans good; harvest due to start in 
November. Apples good; harvest neared 
completion. Peanuts good, digging continued. 
Chile good; harvest neared completion. Lettuce 


good; harvest began. Cattle and sheep good to 
excellent; showing good gains. Range good to 
excellent; grass heading. Tank water supplies 
good. Cotton open bolls: 99%, last year 75%, 
oe 64%; harvested 0%, last year 1%, average 
2 2 





NEW YORK: The week began mild, with 
temperatures cooling during the _ week. Low 
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readings dropped to the mid-teens and 20's by 
the end of the week. Temperatures were 5 to 
10° below normal, mostly in the 40's except in 
the New York City and Long Island area, where 
temperatures were in the low to mid 50's. Most 
precipitation occurred Ist through 3rd, with 
below normal amounts of less than 0.50 in. in 
western sections and near to above normal 
amounts elsewhere ranging from 0.50 to 1.50 in. 
The corn crop that was already 2 to 3 weeks 
behind normal was hit by a frost. Lodging a 
problem because of corn borer. Corn silage 
harvesting which has been slowed by wet fields, 


now 29% complete. This trails both the 55% 
average and last year's 61%. Third cutting 
alfalfa now 80% complete, ahead of the 76% 
average but behind last year's 86%. The apple 
harvest slowly advancing into the later 
varieties. The McIntosh harvest virtually 
complete. The eastern counties finishing golden 
and red delicious. Harvesting of most major 
vegetables nearly over for the season. 


Harvesting of a few late season speciality crops 
continuing. The cabbage and cauliflower crops 
doing well. Onion growers harvesting. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged 5 to 
10° below normal statewide. Precipitation was 
received by all areas of the State and ranged 
from 0.13 to 2.31 in. 

Soil moisture: 4% very short, 22% short, 70% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Days suitable for 
fieldwork: 5.3. Condition: Cotton 31% fair, 65% 
good, 4% excellent. Peanuts 4% poor, 36% fair, 
55% good, 5% excellent. Soybeans 12% poor, 36% 
fair, 49% good, 3% excellent. Sweetpotatoes: 3% 
poor, 35% fair, 59% good, 3% excellent. Apples 
23% fair, 71% good, 6% excellent. Sorghum 32% 
fair, 62% good, 6% excellent. Phenological 
stages: Cotton open bolls: 99%, 1983 98%, 91% 





average. Corn mature: 99%, 1983 100%, 99% 
average. Soybeans dropping leaves: 17%, 198? 
24%, 22% average. Harvest: Burley tobacco 99%, 


1983 94%, 96% average. Corn for silage 95%, 
1983 95%, 95% average. Corn for grain 73%, 1983 
79%, 78% average. Sweetpotatoes 40%, 1983 24%, 
48% average. Apples 79%, 1983 62%, 70% 


average. Sorghum grain 53%, 1983 36%, 48% 
average. Cotton 17%, 1983 30%, 27% average. 
Peanuts dug 63%, 1983 4%, 32% average. Peanuts 


threshed 35%, 1983 3%, 21% average. Major farm 
activities: Corn grain harvest, planting small 
grains, preparing ground for small_ grains, 
picking cotton, baling hay, harvesting apples, 
digging peanuts and sweetpotatoes, cutting corn 
and sorghum silage, and general farm maintenance. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Mild temperatures prevailed over 





entire State. Temperatures from 1.1° above 
normal north central to 4.5° above normal east 
central. Extremes ranged from 850 south 
central to 14° northeast. All precipitation 


occurred as rain. Greatest rainfall in western 
half of State. Highest rainfall amount of 1.15 
in. southwest and 1.07 in. northwest. Scattered 
light rainfall occurred eastern half of State. 
Warm, dry weather early part of week 
accelerated maturing and harvesting of late 
season crops. Soybean and potato harvest well 
ahead average and last year. Sunflower and corn 
for grain equal to average but behind last 
year. Rain received end of week halted most 
harvesting. Sugarbeet lifting halted due _ to 
warm temperatures. Soil moisture below last 


year and average but improved since previous 
week. Topsoil moisture supplies 88% short or 
very short and 12% adequate. Average 43% short 
or very short, 51% adequate and 6% surplus. 
Subsoil 100% short or very’ short. Percent 
harvested compared to last year and average: 


Sunflower 15, 22, 13; soybeans 75, 58. 43; corn 


for grain 53, 24; potatoes 94, 74, 78; 


25, > 
sugarbeets 36, 39, 23. 


OHIO: Temperatures near normal to 1 to 4° 
below normal. Range from low 30's to mid-70's. 
Precipitation near normal, most totals 0.40 to 
0.50 in. Soil temperatures averaged mid _ to 
upper 50's. 

Topsoil moisture 25% short, 75% adequate; 5.0 
days suitable for fieldwork. Main activities 
harvesting corn for grain and silage, combining 
soybeans, planting winter wheat. Corn mature 
90% 1984, 98% 1983, 90% average; harvested 8% 
1984, 20% 1983, 15% average. Soybeans dropping 


leaves 95% 1984, 100% 1983, 95% average; 
harvested 20% 1984, 45% 1983, 30% average.: 
Winter wheat planted 35% 1984, 45% 1983, 45% 
average; emerged 10% 1984, 15% 1983, 10% 
average; condition fair to good. Pasture 


condition fair to good. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged go below 
normal north central and northeast to 5° below 
normal across south. Precipitation averaged 
0.04 in. central to 2.34 in. southeast. 

Wheat pasture prospects remain dim west. 
Prolonged dryness caused heavy cattle marketings 
due to poor grazing. Some row crop development 
halted by early frost. Wheat, sorghum, and 
cotton fair, pastures fair to poor, cattle good 





to fair condition. Wheat planted: 30%, 60% 
1983, 60% average. Wheat emerged: 10%, 20% 
1983, 20% average. Sorghum mature: 65%, 85% 


1983, 80% average. 
1983, 20% average. 


Sorghum harvested: 20%, 20% 
Cotton open bolls: 70%, 65% 


1983, 70% average. Cotton harvested: 5%, 2% 
1983, 2% average. 
OREGON: Up to 0.40 in. of precipitation in 


south at midweek. At end of week 0.60 in. at 
coast and in Willamette Valley. Rest of State 
was dry. Temperatures in west were 3° warmer 
than normal; in east were 1° below normal. 
Seeding of winter wheat slow due to dry 
topsoil. Crop 34% seeded and 9% emerged. Last 
year, 43% seeded and 14% emerged. On average, 
53% and 23%. Grain harvest at high elevations 
of the east to be complete this week. Haying 
continues. Near Hermiston, corn silage harvest 
nearly complete, corn for grain just starting. 


In central areas, mint receiving final 
irrigation. In Maulheur’' County, dry bean 
harvest finished, sugarbeet harvest just 
started. In west, grass and clover’ being 
seeded. Filbert harvest has begun; nut sizes 
good, yields slightly above average. Walnuts 
maturing with considerable blight losses. Prune 
harvest complete. Red raspberry training. 
Sprays on strawberries, caneberries and 
blueberries. Along coast, cranberry harvest 


about 5% complete; color good, but size somewhat 
small. Easter lily harvest. Winter pear 
harvest continues in upper Hood River Valley. 
In lower valley, apple harvest underway, crop 
quite variable. Potatoes: Hermiston-Boardman 
area crop going into winter storage; harvest 
underway in central area; Klamath County digging 
in full swing, yields average, sizes small; 
Malheur County about half harvested; harvest 
underway in Willamette Valley. Onions: Harvest 
started at Hermiston-Boardman; Malheur County 
75% harvested; Willamette Valley 50% harvested. 
In west, sweet corn harvest continues. Fall 
planted vegetables being sprayed. Livestock in 
good condition. Cattle coming off grazing 
allotments. Feeder lambs have short feed 
because grass seed fields have not grown back 
well. Eastern range in good condition; in the 
west pastures fair. 


PENNSYLVANIA: The week began cool and rainy, 





with all stations reporting some precipitation 
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both Ist and 2nd. Heaviest amounts were in the 
west and central areas. Movement of a cold 
front through the State midweek brought even 
cooler temperatures along with clearing skies. 
There was a killing freeze in the north central 
and north eastern divisions. The week's low 
reading was 239 at Emporium on the _ 6th. 
Another cold front dropped from the north early 
5th, and the trailing high pressure system 
supplied the State with a clear cool fall 
weekend. The statewide average temperature was 
50°, 5° below normal. Average precipitation 
was 0.59 in., 0.09 in. below normal. This was 
the 7th consecutive week of below’ normal 
precipitation. 


Days suitable: 5.0. Moisture mostly adequate 


to short. Activities: Fall plowing: seeding 
small grains; making hay; harvesting ensilage, 
corn for grain, green chop, potatoes, apples, 


cabbage and cauliflower. Potatoes 80% 
Corn for grain, 45% 


grapes, 
harvested, last year 80%. 
mature and 5% harvested, last year 77% mature 
and 9% harvested, average 65% mature and 9% 
harvested. Fall plowing 79% complete, same as 
last year, average 82% complete. Barley 80% 
planted, last year 84%. Wheat 75% planted, last 
year 63%. Third crop alfalfa 92% harvested, 
last year 94%. Fourth crop alfalfa 50% 
harvested, last year 60%. Quality of hay made 
mostly fair to good. Feed from pastures average 
to below average. 

PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.12 in. 
or 0.75 in. below normal. Highest weekly total 
Sad... 18 Highest 24-hour total 2.28 in. 
Temperature averaged about 79 to 78° on coasts 
and 78 to 740 interior divisions. Mean 
station temperature ranged from 82.1 to 
68.89, Extremes 94 and 60°. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Cooler air over the State early 





In the week, some frost in mountains. 
Temperatures climbed during week, some above 
normal readings. Rainfall mostly light’ to 
moderate. Scattered rains occurred early in 
week and over weekend. 

Soil moisture mostly short. Days available 


for fieldwork: 5.7. Soybean condition fair, 65% 
leaves turning, 53% last year, 61% average; 28% 
shedding leaves, 29% last year, 33% average; 11% 
mature, 5% last year, 10% average. Cotton 
condition good, 87% bolls open, 100% last year, 
91% average; 17% harvested, 39% last year, 32% 
average. Sorghum condition fair; 58% harvested, 
64% last year, 52% average. Tobacco harvesting 
complete, 82% stalks destroyed, 79% last year. 
Apple harvest winding down; 85% harvested, 84% 
last year, 89% average. Small grains conditions 
poor to fair; wheat 2% planted, 3% last year, 2% 
average; oats 10% planted, 12% last year, 11% 
average; rye 9% planted, 15% last year, 17% 
average; barley 13% planted, 11% last year, 12% 
average. 
SOUTH DAKOTA: Average temperatures were 1 to 
50 above’ normal. Extremes: 86 and 119. 
Outside the Black Hills the low was 199. 
Showers were scattered and concentrated around 
the Black Hills and the southeastern third of 
the State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork: 6.0. Topsoil 
moisture short over most of the State. Adequate 
supplies northeast and other scattered areas; 
critically short in west central. Harvesting 
row crops and hauling hay were main farming 
activities. Range and pastures fair to good 
condition. Livestock good. Sorghum harvested 
15%, 1983 41%, average 28%. Sorghum turning 





color 96%, 1983 100%, average 100%. Sorghum 
mature 79%, 1983 97%, average 87%. Corn 
harvested 11%, 1983 28%, average 19%. Corn 
mature 89%, 1983 100%, average 100%. Winter 





wheat planted 94%, 1983 100%, average 98%. 
Winter wheat emerged 69%, 1983 80%, average 83%. 


TENNESSEE: A high pressure system dominated the 
State's weather through the week. By the 
weekend moist southerly flow in combination with 
an upper level disturbance brought rain to the 
middie and west sections of the State. Heavy 
rain in the northwest over the weekend caused 
flooding to some farmlands in the extreme 
northwest. Temperatures showed a wide range. 
Frost was reported on the Ist and 2nd and 
Nashville and Crossville reported lows of 
320, By the 4th temperatures warmed to near 
80°, Precipitation began in the west late on 
the 5th, tlargest storm totals were in the 
northwest where over 8.00 in. of rain fell. 

Farmers averaged 6.5 days of fieldwork. As of 
the 5th soil moisture levels were rated: 10% 
adequate, 90% short. Corn mature: 91%, 1983 
93%, average 92%; harvested: 32%, 1983 45%, 
average 39%. Cotton open bolls: 95%, 1983 99%, 
average 90%; harvested: 12%, 1983 45%, average 
30%. Soybeans yellowing leaves: 90%; shedding 
leaves: 48%, 1983 69%, average 58%; mature: 10%, 
1983 22%, average 19%; harvested: 2%, 1983 6%, 
average 5%. Tobacco harvested: burley: 98%, 
1983 95%, average 93%; dark-fired: 93%, 1983 
91%, average 89%; dark air-cured: 97%, 1983 95%, 
average 93%. Wheat acreage sown: 18%, 1983 17%, 
average 26%. Sorghum mature: 76%, harvested: 
28%, 1983. Pastures in mostly poor condition 
and supplemental feeding of livestock continues 
to be reported. 





TEXAS: Record low 
North, Central, 


temperatures early week 
East Texas in wake of first 
significant cold front of season. Midweek 
developing upper level storm Arizona pushing 
clouds, scattered showers into West Texas. Low 
stalled, scattered showers and thunderstorms 
continued weekend. Thunderstorm activity 
intensifies late 6th and 7th, heavy amounts rain 


eastern two-thirds of the State. Temperatures 
near normal statewide, except Trans-Pecos, 
Edwards Plateau, where slightly cooler. 


Rainfall averaged 0.25 in. above normal across 
parched North, Central, East Texas. Most South 
Texas, Coastal Plains below normal, remainder 
State near normal. 

Crops: Scattered showers, cooler temperatures 
covered State. Light to moderate frost areas 
High Plains, some damage to crops. Progress 
Plains slowed because cooler weather. Planting 
small grains continues, where adequate moisture 


exists. Range grasses greening up slightly, 
where moderate showers fallen. Livestock 
feeding continues. Cotton progress slowed by 
cooler temperatures, rost. Some light’ to 
moderate damage occurred from frost. Crop looks 
good High Plains. Heavy losses from dry weather 
few counties southern High, Low Plains. 
Elsewhere in plains, crop development’ slow. 





However, prospects look good most areas. 
Harvest continues East’ Texas, better than 
average yields. Trans-Pecos cotton maturing 
rapidly. Current condition 65% of normal 
compared with 60% last year. Reported 
conditions 2%, excellent; 48% good; 25% fair; 
24% poor; and 1% failure. Sorghum harvest 
continued most of week until showers, frost 
temporarily halted operations High Plains. 


Yields better than average. Some frost damage 
many fields. Harvest should pick up when drier 
conditions exist. Reported condition 66% of 
normal compared with 60% a year ago. Current 
conditions 2% excellent, 48% good, 27% fair, 20% 
poor, and 3% failure. Corn harvesting good 


progress. Late week showers, frost temporarily 
halted operations. Harvest pick up as 
conditions improve. Above average yields 
reported. Harvest winding down soon. Peanut 
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harvest continues Central Texas as conditions fieldwork averaged 4.8. Maturity reached by 95% 
permit. Irrigated yields fair. Warmer of corn crop, 98% last year, 99% average. 
temperatures needed Low Plains. Most fields Harvest of grain corn 48% complete, 55% last 
been dug South Central Texas. Small _ grain year, 54% average. Silage 90% cut, 95% last 
planting pick up most areas, soil conditions year, 91% average. Corn yields still reported 
improved with recent showers. Planted fields good to excellent. Soybean conditions improved 
benefit from moisture. Many producers South with rain, rated good to excellent. Previous 
Central Texas wait for rain. Favorable moisture dry weather hurt yield prospects some. Insect 
not received; some producers dusting in crops. damage very light. Harvest 1% complete. 
Many fields emerging as rainfall occurs. Late Tobacco harvest virtually complete. Curing and 
varieties soybeans maturing rapidly. Good marketing are major activities. Flue-cured 
progress from High Plains to Upper Coast. tobacco 98% complete, 96% ast year, 99% 


Harvest late varieties begin two to three weeks. 

Cotton open bolls 49%, 71% 1983, 62% average; 
harvested 17%, 17% 1983, 19% average. Sorghum 
turning color 97%, 98% 1983, 97% average; mature 
77%, 84% 1983, 84% average; harvested for grain 
70%, 69% 1983, 73% average. Wheat planted all 
purposes 55%, 40% 1983, 51% average; emerged 
21%, 12% 1983, 27% average. Corn harvested for 
grain 86%, 92% 1983, 83% average. Peanuts 
harvested 20%, 21% 1983, 31% average. Soybeans 
harvested 32%, 9% 1983, 12% average. Sugarbeets 
harvested 20%, 6% 1983, 3% average. Sunflowers 
harvested 38%, 24% 1983, 32% average. Oats 
planted for all purposes 45%, 33% 1983, 40% 
average. 

Commercial vegetables: Rio 
good progress fall-planted 
well-drained fields. Planting 
showers halted operations. 
harvested. Citrus regrowth good, showers 
alleviated irrigation needs. High Plains, 
pepper, carrot, cabbage harvest continues. 
Cucumber harvest good progress. San 
Antonio-Winter Garden, fair stands carrots, 
onions, lettuce. Acreage expected down from a 
year ago. Trans-Pecos, pepper harvest 
continuing. Good yields reported. East Texas, 


Grande Valley, 
vegetables on 

began again; 
Some cucumbers 








sweetpotato harvest continues, production down 
because smaller sizes. Quality good. Other 
vegetables good progress. Pecan harvest 
underway South Texas, fair to poor yields 
expected. Other areas, nuts opening rapidly. 


Harvest spread into Central Texas soon. 

Range and livestock: Rains helped rangeland 
many areas. Cooler temperatures slightly offset 
beneficial rainfall, both growth and greening 





slowed. Last cutting hay many areas. Livestock 
good to fair condition. Supplemental feeding 
continue, necessary throughout winter because 


lack of winter pastures. 


UTAH: Storminess was general throughout State 
latter 2/3 week. Precipitation mostly heavy 
east and southeast divisions, generally light to 
moderate rest of State with heavy accumulations 
at few stations. 
4.5° below’ normal, 
below. Minimums averaged 
below to 6° above. 

State averaged 6.0 days available for 
fieldwork although east and southeastern section 
averaged only 3.0 days. Harvesting operations 
made good progress; chopping of silage corn 65% 
complete; third crop alfalfa 76%; dry onions 48% 
and potatoes 58%. Dry bean harvest held up by 





normal to 1290 
ranging 49 


ranging 
normal, 


rain. An excellent peach crop virtually picked 
and in the sheds. Apple picking now’ in 
progress, about 20% picked thus far. Corn for 


grain 83% dented or past. About 78% considered 
safe from hard frost. Cattle moving down from 
summer ranges mostly in excellent condition. 


VIRGINIA: Wet on first and second then changed 
to rain-free by midweek. Temperatures gradually 
warmed during period but still ended up a few 
degrees below normal. Rainall amounts 0.50 in. 
to 1.50 in. gave way to dry days from third on. 
Rain early part of period improved. soil 
moisture conditions. 
short, 75% 





Topsoil moisture rated 25% 
adequate. Days 


suitable for 


Maximum temperatures. averaged - 


average. Peanut conditions good to excellent. 
Rain improved harvest conditions. Harvest ahead 
of normal, 52% dug, 18% last year, 41% average. 
Combining 26% complete, 8% last year, 25% 
average. Peanut quality excellent, yields 
average. Apple harvest ahead of normal, 69% 
complete, 44% last year, 55% average. Smal] 
grain planting more active since rain. Oats 34% 
seeded, 35% last year, 42% average. Barley 29% 
seeded, 38% last year, 32% average. Wheat 13% 
planted, 14% last year, 12% average. Sorghum 
harvest 12% complete, 8% last year. Weather 
conditions very favorable for fall fieldwork, 
sowing cover crops active. Livestock marketing 
active statewide. 


WASHINGTON: Precipitation midweek west of the 
mountains but little if any rain in east where 
dry soil conditions slowed fieldwork. 

Winter wheat seeding continued but was running 
behind average due to dry conditions. Emergence 
at 55% was equal to the average. Apple harvest 
well underway. Grape harvest in full swing. 
Potato digging continues as does cauliflower and 
broccoli harvest. Feed supplies adequate. 
Livestock movement to fall pastures continues. 
Winter wheat seeded: 65%, 75% 1983, 72% average; 
emerged: 55%, 61% 1983, 55% average. 








WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures nearly 5° below 
normal. Low of 29° reported in Elkins and 
Green Bank. High of 799 in Lewisburg. 
Precipitation well above normal, except 
northwest was near normal. Most rainfall in 


Webster Springs 1.71 least 0.42 in. at 
Martinsburg. 

Soil moisture adequate to short. Days worked 
4.6. Main activities: Filling silos, harvesting 
hay and general maintenance. 


18% 





WISCONSIN: Farmers experienced a relatively dry 
week with a good deal of sunshine and above 
normal temperatures. Widely scattered showers 


occurred the 4th and 5th, 
and 7th. 


and increased the 6th 
Precipitation ranged from 0.50 to 1.50 


n. 

There were several days of good drying weather 
to start the week, both for haying and the 
drying down of corn. Farmers were busy with all 
types of fall chores such as plowing, erecting 
snow fences, harvesting and silo filling, manure 
hauling, gathering wood and the planting of rye 
and winter wheat. Soils supported machinery 
well. There was a average of 6.0 days suitable 
for fieldwork. Soil moisture was 19% short, 72% 
adequate and 9% surplus. Corn for grain was 12% 
harvested, 9% last year and 9% average. Silo 
filling was a breeze according to many farmers, 
75% complete, 57% last year, 54% average. Corn 
was drying down real fast as a result of killing 
frosts and hot, dry and windy weather. Much of 
the late planted corn intended for grain was 
caught by frost and was converted to silage. 
Soybeans were 17% harvested, 12% last year, 10% 


average. Fall plowing was 20% complete, 18% 
last year, 14% average. Winter wheat and rye 
were still being planted. Early plantings had 
sprouted. Cranberry harvest was getting into 


Potato harvest continued. 
(continued on p. 23) 


full swing. 
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Oklahoma producers dusted in wheat seed in the  ‘Witinyy,, 
west, while late month rain enhanced plantings in 
eastern areas. By September 30, planting reached 
20 percent, half the normal pace. Five percent of 
the seeded acreage had emerged, one-third the 
average. 


Showers at the end of September. provided 
necessary moisture for recently seeded fields 
across central and eastern Texas. However, many 
producers in other areas of the State waited for 
additional rain before resuming sowing. Many wheat 
fields had not emerged because of the lack of 
moisture. By the end of the month 43 percent of 
the acreage was planted and 16 percent emerged, 
both slightly ahead of normal. 


Winter wheat germination was mostly fair in 
Montana. Late month snow provided much-needed 
moisture to most areas. Seeding advanced slowly, 
reaching 45 percent complete by September 30. 
Normally 60 percent is seeded by this date. 


In the Pacific Northwest, planting was slightly 
ahead of schedule except in Oregon where limited 
moisture supplies delayed progress. 


Seeding was generally behind schedule in much 
of the Corn Belt as showers delayed activities in 
many —— Emergence was only slightly behind 
normal. 





(continued from p. 22) 


WYOMING: Temperatures below normal except for 
plains of northeast. Large variations of 500 
common. Western 2/3 spotty light 
precipitation. Eastern 1/3 well above normal. 

Topsoil moisture adequate 60% State. Days 
suitable for fieldwork: 6.0. Winter wheat 
seeding winding down; emerged 75%, mostly good 
condition. Sugarbeets, 20% dug, average sugar 
content, 15.7%. Normally, 9% dug. Potatoes, 
75% harvested. Corn for silage, 90% harvested; 
corn for grain, 20% harvested. Normally, 82%, 
9% respectively. Dry beans, 80% combined. 
Prospects for grazing; mostly good. Livestock 
moved from higher elevations. Other activities: 
Weaning calves, selling yearlings, 
pregnancy-testing cattle. Stock water supplies, 
mostly adequate. 
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USSR...Showers (10-25 mm) stretched northeastward 
from the eastern Ukraine, through the Black Soils, 
into the Volga Vyatsk Region. The rain improved 
moisture conditions for winter grain planting and 
early crop growth, particularly in the eastern 
Ukraine and Black Soils. Mostly dry weather 
covered the southern Ukraine, North Caucasus, and 
lower Volga Valley, aiding the sugarbeet, corn, 
and sunflower harvests. However, showers are 
needed for winter grain planting. Reports 
indicate that as of October 1,- winter grains were 
planted on 85 percent of the intended acreage. 
Elsewhere, light showers in the central Ukraine 
Caused some harvest delays. Mostly dry weather in 
the western Ukraine, Belorussia, and the Baltic 
States favored harvesting. , 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


1. UNITED STATES ... Long-awaited rain moistens western central 
Plains wheatiands. Uoolness and persistant dryness keep 
southeastern soybeans developing very slowly, while heavy 
rain generally helps Delta soybeans. 


2. USSR .. Eastern Ukraine showers improve winter wheat 
planting conditions. Mostly dry weather aids harvesting in 
the southern Ukraine and North Caucasus, but more rain is 
needed for winter grain planting. 


3. EUROPE ... Heavy rain accompanied cool weather in France and 
northern italy, ri. localized flooding and delaying the 
corn harvest. lberian Peninsula crop areas 
receive sadhtetenth ya in the west and north, which may 
promote winter grain planting. 


4. SOUTH ASIA .. The monsoon season is coming toa close as 
rain remains in the southern peninsula. Wheat is normally 
plantedin October, and moisture should be sufficient in most 
areas. 


5. EASTERN ASIA ... Early-week rain continues to hamper summer 
crop harvesting. Lateweek favorable dry weather possibly 
allows some rie 


6. SOUfHEAST ASIA ... Precipitation continues in Thailand, 
benefiting southern rice, but drier weather would favor 
northern maturing rice. 


7. CANADA ... Generally dry weather recently improves 
conditions for combining the remaining Alberta crop acreage. 
The harvest is virtually complete elsewhere in the Prairie 
Provinces. 


8. SOUTH AMERICA ... In Argentina, showers fail in the east and 
dryness occurs in the west. Sufficient moisture is available 
for wheat growth and corn planting. ln Brazil, heavy showers 
apres in Rio Grande do Sul promote weed growth and delay 

sedition Sa but dry weather aids wheat harvest and cotton 
Paulo. 


9. MEXICO ... Tropical rains continue at a peak in parts of the 
south, but decrease and tavor harvesting in the north. 


10. AUSYRALIA eee Showers over the wheat beit aid crop 
development ranging from the southern late vegetative growth 
to the eastern early grain forming. 


11. SUUTH AFKICA ... The corn planting season is October through 
December. Adequate moisture is not yet available for 
emergence and establishment. 
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In the New Lands, early-week mostly dry weather 
preceeded the later-week rain and snow showers. 
In general, precipitation remained light in 
northern and eastern spring wheat areas, with only 
minor late harvesting delays. Daytime highs 
remained well above freezing across most crop 
areas, but late-week subfreezing temperatures 
appeared just north of the grain area. In South 
Central USSR cotton areas, dry weather continued 
to favor harvesting. 
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much of the Prairie grain belt. Light showers 
fell over extreme northern crop areas and in 
southwestern Manitoba, but the weather generally 
favored harvesting. The harvest is concentrated 
mostly in the northern crop areas where earlier 
wetness and frost delayed fieldwork and adversely 
affected unharvested crop quality. Alberta has 
the greatest proportion of unharvested crops; 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba have mostly finished. 
Alberta's recent dry weather improved conditions 
for combining the remaining 25 percent (as of 
early October) of the Province’'s total crop 
acreage. Nearly all crops are swathed and ready 
for combining, given favorable weather. 

















i { +} a BASED OM PRELIMINARY REPORTS AMD SATELLITE ipnceey | 
SOUTH AMERICA...Rain was mostly confined to 
extreme eastern Argentina, Uruguay, southern 
Brazil, and extreme southern Paraguay. Heavy rain 
(50-106 mm) dotted portions of Uruguay but covered 
eastern and northern portions of Rio Grande do 
Sul, and extreme northeastern Argentina. In 
Argentina, sufficient moisture is available for 
wheat, mostly in vegetative growth, and for early 
corn planting in Santa Fe and northern Buenos 
Aires. In Brazil, more rain brought abundant 
moisture for wheat in the grain filling period in 
Rio Grande do Sul, but also promoted weed growth 
and hampered fieldwork. Amounts decreased sharply 
in Santa Catarina with only light showers in 
southern Parana improving wheat harvest 
conditions. Dry weather covered Parana and Sao 
Paulo cotton areas where planting is underway. 
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MEXICO...Seasonal rains decreased over the 





northern half, favoring harvesting but further 
stressing some north central pastures and 
livestock. In contrast, tropical activity peaked 
across much of the southern mountains and extended 
into Central America, keeping soils moist but 
interfering with early harvesting. The 
intertropical convergence zone weakened 
considerably off the southern shore. 
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EUROPE...Showers covered most of the region but 
Bulgaria, Greece, and western Turkey remained dry. 
Heavy rain (50 to 100 mm) in France and northern 
Italy likely produced local flooding, delaying the 
corn harvest and winter grain planting. Showers 
(10-25 mm) continued to cover northern Europe, 
providing abundant moisture for winter grain 
planting. Light, scattered precipitation in 
Romania caused only minor corn harvest delays. 
The Iberian peninsula crop areas received 
significant rain in the west and north, which 
could promote winter grain planting. Normally, 
the bulk of winter grains are planted during 
November in Spain. Weekly temperatures were below 
normal in the west and above normal in the east. 
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AUSTRALIA...Showers fell over the entire wheat 
belt. Light rain (less than 10 mm) fell over 
northern New South Wales and southeastern 
Queensland where wheat is in the reproductive to 
early grain forming period. Heavier showers 
produced 10-30 mm in southern New South Wales, 
northern Victoria and eastern crop areas of South 
Australia. Winter-sown crops are beginning to 
head throughout the south. Light rain fell over 
South Australia's western wheat. A storm off 
Western Australia's coast produced substantial 
late-week rain in the wheat area. The weather 








remains favorable for wheat development. 
Substantial moisture fell over central Australia 
early in the week, while light showers caused 
little interference with sugarcane harvesting 
along Queensland's east coast. 
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SOUTH ASIA...Precipitation remained in southern 
India this week as the monsoon season is ending. 
Moderate to heavy rain (50-200 mm) fell in 
southern Andhra Praedesh, southern Karnataka, and 
northern Tamil Nadu benefiting cotton forming 
bolls. Dry weather in Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh 
benefited groundnut harvesting. Scattered, 
moderate showers fell in the eastern winter rice 
area. Dry weather in Bihar and Orissa was 
unfavorable for the heading rice. Wheat planting 
Should be underway across the north where moisture 
is adequate. The major wheat producing area is 
Punjhab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh. During the 
winter, frontal systems occasionally produce 
additional moisture for wheat. ’ 




















EASTERN ASIA...Moderate to heavy rain (25-100 mm) 
continued in the central North China Plain early 
in the week. The wet conditions were unfavorable 
for cotton, corn, and soybean harvesting and 





reductions in quality may have occurred. However, 
a late-week high pressure area pushed the 
precipitation south of the Yangtze River. Several 


days of dry weather followed in the North China 
Plain and may have allowed fieldwork to continue, 
including winter wheat planting. Below-normal 
temperatures during the last two weeks may shorten 
the cotton harvest compared to last year's. 
Moderate precipitation from Guizhou eastward to 
Zhejiang benefited late double-cropped rice in the 
filling stage. 
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SOUTH AFRICA...Corn planting normally begins with 
the onset of the summer rainy season in October, 
but planting can continue into December. The 
major corn producing region is the Orange Free 
State and southern Transvaal, commonly referred to 
as the Maize Triangle. Only light showers fell in 
most corn areas, and planting will not begin until 
adequate moisture is available. Significant 
showers (10-45 mm) fell in the extreme northeast 
last week. Last season, moisture was sufficient 
for planting and crop establishment but a drought 
during the reproductive and grain filling periods 
reduced production by over 50 percent for the 
second consecutive year. Outside the Maize 
Traingle, substantial rain (25-50 mm) fell in the 
crop areas of southwestern Cape Province. 
(continued on back cover) 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA...Moderate to heavy rain fell 
throughout Indochina. Heavy rain (50-100 mm) 
across northern Thailand was unfavorable for 
maturing rice. However, heavy rain in the south 
central area benefited rice in the filling stage. 
Most areas in Thailand had a normal wet season, 
benefiting corn and rice. The wet season usually 
ends in October in most of Thailand. Moderate to 
heavy precipitation covered the Philippines, 
favoring lowland rice in the heading stage in 
Luzon and in the filling stage in Mindanao. 
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